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Executive Summary

At the request of the Railway Procurement Agency, CRDS Ltd. have completed pre-development
archaeological testing within a section of the proposed development corridor for the proposed LUAS B1
line, in Ballyogan townland.

The Railway Procurement Agency (‘RPA’) has submitted an application for a Railway order for
submission to the Minister for Transport under Section 37 of the Transport (Railway Infrastructure) Act
2001. The Railway Order, granted by the Minister, will authorise the RPA to provide for the
construction, operation and maintenance of a light railway between Sandyford Industrial Estate and
Cherrywood. This is a 7.6km extension to the existing Luas Green Line currently operating between St.
Stephen’s Green and Sandyford.

Archaeological pre-development testing was carried out within the area of a proposed temporary works
compound adjacent to the route for the LUAS line passing Ballyogan. Test trenching was completed
within a single day, Monday 12 June 2006. The trenches were backfilled the same day.

Testing consisted of the excavation of a series of linear test trenches within a single field, extending
parallel to its western boundary.

No archaeological features were identified and no archaeologically significant finds were recovered; the
development area can be considered archaeologically sterile. No further mitigation is recommended.

Summary of findings:

06E 213 Ballyogan Compound Site

Eight test trenches of varying length were excavated by a mechanical excavator to the surface of
natural subsoil. The trenches were extended across the proposed location of the LUAS temporary
works compound. Topsoil was particularly shallow, varying between 0.05m to 0.20m. There was
evidence for extensive previous ground disturbance across the full extent of the proposed compound
site, presumably related to the adjacent housing developments.

Summary of mitigation:
06E 213 Ballyogan Compound Site

This site has proved to be of no archaeological significance and presents no problem for future
development. No further work is required in this particular area.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Site location

The site is located in the townland of Ballyogan, ¢. 2.5km to the southeast of Sandyford village, Co.
Dublin, in the civil parish of Tully and the Barony of Rathdown (NGR 320900E, 224400N; Figure 1).
The route of the proposed development extends c¢. 150m northeast of a listed RMP (DU026:001), a
possible enclosure. The area subjected to pre-development testing lies within a single large
landscaped field or park immediately to the north of Ballyogan Road. It is currently under grass.

1.2 Solid geology and soils

The geology consists of granite bedrock overlain by late Pleistocene glacial fills, mainly grey brown
podzolic soils.

13 Characteristic of the proposed development

The Railway Procurement Agency (‘RPA’) has submitted an application for a Railway order for
submission to the Minister for Transport under Section 37 of the Transport (Railway Infrastructure) Act
2001. The Railway Order, granted by the Minister, will authorise the RPA to provide for the
construction, operation and maintenance of a light railway between Sandyford Industrial Estate and
Cherrywood. This is a 7.6km extension to the existing Luas Green Line currently operating between St.
Stephen’s Green and Sandyford.

This report concerns pre-development testing of the area of a proposed temporary compound to the
north of Ballyogan Road. The area which will be subject to pre-development testing encompasses the
location of the proposed compound covering an irregular area of 9665m?, extending north from the
Ballyogan Road. This is currently a landscaped grass area to the south of a modern housing estate
(Figure 2).

14 Purpose of assessment

Pre-development testing was used to determine whether there were any archaeological deposits within
the area to be impacted upon by construction of this section of the LUAS corridor. Test trenches were
used to determine if any archaeological deposits were present and to identify their nature and extent.
This will inform an appropriate mitigation strategy for the proposed development. Features of likely
archaeological significance identified during testing were fully exposed in plan (where possible),
assessed and recorded. Limited hand excavation was undertaken to clarify the depth and nature of any
such deposits. Where no archaeological features were exposed trenches were excavated to the
surface of natural sails.
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A section of the pale ditch (RMP DU026:115) extends parallel to Ballyogan Road, c¢. 200m to the south
of the current site, possibly originally intended to join the castles at Kilgobbin and Carrickmines,
indicating the frontier of this area during the late medieval period. Testing and excavation of sections of
the ditch undertaken by Ellen O'Carroll in 2001 established it consisted of two parallel and adjoining
ditches, less than 2.5m in width, divided by a denuded bank c. 4m in width (Ellen O’Carroll, 2003, 123-
124). This section of the ditch appears to have been excavated to the broad specifications of the 1494
Act which specified a ‘double ditch of six foot of earth above the ground’ (O'Keefe 1992).

3.2 Archaeological significance of the sites

The site is located in an area of high archaeological potential, proximate to two monuments listed in the
Record of Monuments and places and within an area densely settled during the medieval period.
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5 Archaeological Impact Assessment
No archaeological remains were identified within the area of the proposed temporary works compound
which would be impacted upon by the development.

6 Recommended Avoidance, Remedial or Reductive Measures
No archaeological features were identified within the development area and no finds of archaeological
significance were recovered during pre-development testing. No further mitigation is required.
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Appendix 1: Brenanstown 06E213 — Archaeological Test Trenches

Trench No. 1 Orientation: North-East/South-West
Length: 60m Width: 2m

This trench was dug roughly the width of the c.p.0. Depth on average was 0.20m.

Trench No. 2 Orientation: North-East/South-West
Length: 73m Width: 2m

This trench was dug roughly the width of the c.p.0. Depth on average was 0.20m. No features uncovered.
Trench No. 3 Orientation: North-East/South-West
Length: 60m Width: 2m

This trench was dug roughly the width of the c.p.0. Depth on average was 0.80m. No features uncovered.
Trench No. 4 Orientation: North-East/South-West
Length: 60m Width: 2m

This trench was dug roughly the width of the c.p.o. Depth on average was 0.20m. No features uncovered.
Trench No. 5 Orientation: North-East/South-West
Length: 30m Width: 2m

This trench was dug the width of the c.p.o. Depth on average was 0.10m. No features uncovered.

Trench No. 6 Orientation: North-East/South-West
Length: 16m Width: 2m

This trench was dug roughly the width of the c.p.o. Depth on average was 0.05m. No features uncovered.
Trench No. 7 Orientation: North-West/South-East
Length: 30m Width: 2m

This trench was dug partially the width of the c.p.o0. Depth on average was 0.05m. No features uncovered.
Trench No. 8 Qrientation: East/West

Length: 90m Width: 2m

This trench was dug the lenght of the c.p.o0. Depth on average was 0.20m. No features uncovered.
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Appendix 3: Previous Excavations

Previously published archaeological excavations in the area from 1969 to 2003 (www.excavations.ie) are summarised
below. These are listed in a standardised format as follows:

List of excavations:

Townland Year: Excavation No.
Site type National Grid

Author (Publication)

Description

Ballyogan (Jamestown) 01E0413

Pale ditch 32110 22415

Ellen OCarroll

The site is located on land due to be developed as part of the development of Ballyogan Recycling Park. The
Pale Ditch itself appears as a wooded bank flanked by a double ditch running some 55m east-west in a
straight line. It is situated between a sloping meadow to the north and a flat marshy area bounded by the
Ballyogan Stream to the south. The earthwork was built at the point where the slope ends and the
wetland begins, the northern inner side being on higher ground than the southern outer one.

The area has seen much development in recent years and is bordered to the south and east by the
Ballyogan Landfill site. Two of the three existing trackways which breached the Pale Ditch were due to be
developed into roadways. This entailed the machine excavation of a 7m-wide strip through the centre of the
gaps, which would destroy the existing features. They were therefore hand-excavated prior to the
commencement of road construction. Two cuttings of 7m by 15m were proposed. Cutting 1 was at the
western end of the preserved stretch and Cutting 2 was at the easternmost breach near the centre of the
stretch.

The stretch of the Ditch at Jamestown, the subject of this investigation, was built by the Walsh family to connect
their castles at Kilgobbin and Carrickmines (currently under excavation by Mark Clinton; see above, No. 335),
which were some 3km apart. Local historian Rob Goodbody has identified traces of the Ditch close to
Carrickmines Castle, and documentary and cartographic evidence suggests that it also existed near
Kilgobbin Castle. It would seem, therefore, that this part of the Pale Ditch was completed and much of it
has subsequently been levelled.

Cutting 1 (16m x 7m) was established through the middle of the western gap through the Ditch. This was the
area investigated by Laurence Dunne and Martin Reid in 1998 [Excavations 1998, Nos 203-4, 98E0119) and
was very disturbed, with a recently constructed sewer pipe running through it. Despite the disturbances here
it is still possible that traces of the fosses still exist since the ground level has been built up to the south,
above the level of the low-lying marshy ground. The area was wet and foul and it was established that this was
due to raw sewage draining into it from a damaged septic tank upslope. On being informed of the situation,
Duchas requested that the work on this cutting be discontinued on Health and Safety grounds. However,
future construction work here should be monitored.

Cutting 2 was excavated through the centre of the third breach, 235m east of Cutting 1. It measured 14m by
7m, the northern limit being c. 1.5m higher than the southern. The surface consisted of a very compact
mixture of stones, clay and topsoil which had recently been laid down to provide a firm surface. Owing
to the compacted nature of this deposit it was decided to remove it by machine. Once this was done, the
line of the two east—west fosses could be discerned, interrupted by a leachate pipe trench and the previous
archaeological test-trench, running parallel to each other north—south through the centre of the cutting. The
excavation then proceeded by hand, the test-trench being emptied first in order to establish the
precise location of the features and their stratigraphic sequence. These features were then fully
excavated within the limits of the cutting.

Both fosses were cut through a compact, moderately stony, yellowish-orange natural clay which had
some iron flecking. The bases were cut into an underlying moderately stony, medium brown, natural
silty clay. The north fosse was thesmaller of the two ditches, being 1.8-2.2m wide and reaching a depth
below the modern ground surface of 1.1m. It was straight and fairly regular and was V-shaped in section with
steep sides and a rounded narrow base. The lowest fill was disturbed, particularly by tree roots,
contained modern finds and must also be relatively modern in origin.

The south fosse was straight and fairly regular with a width of 2.2-2.4m. The sides were steeper and more
substantial to the north and had a longer, gentler slope to the south. The base was narrow and rounded. It
reached a depth of 1.2m from the modern ground surface. The lowest fill was disturbed by roots and flecked
with yellowish sand derived from the subsoil. Modern pottery and metal were found in this fill, which was
similar to that above it. The dimensions of the southern fosse accord well with those previously recorded
on other parts of the Ditch. This is the only part of the Pale Ditch where the north fosse has been
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BALLYOGAN ROAD, JAMESTOWN 01E0413
Pale ditch 03211022415
John O'Connor

The stripping of a number of fields adjacent to the 15th-century Pale ditch was monitored before the construction
of the Ballyogan Recycling Park. Topsoil was stripped using a machine fitted with a toothless grading bucket and a
bulldozer, from topsoil onto the top of archaeological features or undisturbed subsoil. Nothing of
archaeological significance was uncovered in the fields on either side of the Pale ditch. However, a
previously unrecorded portion of the Pale ditch itself was revealed at an existing crossing of the ditch.
Despite severe disturbance resulting from previous pipe-laying activity and the construction of the gap itself,
evidence, albeit fragmentary, of the northern and southern fosses and the bank survived. These features
were not excavated; instead, the exposed portions of the bank and fosses were recorded in plan and in section
and then preserved in sifu. The fills of the fosses were made up entirely of modern materials.

BALLYOGAN ROAD, JAMESTOWN 02E0535
Drain 32060 22419
John O' Neill

An assessment was undertaken of a field adjoining part of the Pale boundary ditch (SMR 26:115) at
Ballyogan Road, during the preparation of an impact statement for a proposed development of the site. The
Pale ditch runs across the northern boundary of the field, and the peculiar topography of the land to the
south-east of the field suggested that it may represent a continuation of the Pale ditch. A geodetic survey of the
boundaries to the south-east was inconclusive, and it was proposed that topsoil be removed from three
trenches in the centre of the field to determine whether the Pale ditch included a section that joined the
south-eastern boundary of the field.

Traces of a cut were noted where topsoil was removed close to the existing Pale ditch. This feature is likely to
be part of the upper fill of a culverted drain. There was no evidence to suggest that a ditch or banked
feature may have crossed the field diagonally toward the south-east.
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